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Metamorphosis – Enjoying God’s Grace 

Eph 2:7  so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Introduction 

This message is a foundation of the Christian life. Get this and everything else will fit into 

place. Miss it and you’ll miss out on joy, peace and enjoying God’s purpose for your life!! 

(Acts 6:8) 

It’s that big of a deal! 

 

1. Understand God’s kindness and favour to you 

“so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” 

‘so that’ - Everything that’s come before in this passage is for this reason.  

Grace = undeserved favour (notice it’s immeasurable!) 

  

 Kindness = goodness 

 

‘For all eternity you will be a visible demonstration of the undeserved goodness of God’ 

 

Notice that it’s ‘in Christ’ – outside of Christ we face the certainty of God’s wrath. In Christ 

we face the immeasurable goodness of God even though we don’t deserve it’ 
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2. Understand that you did NOT earn it and still CAN’T 

v 8 For by grace you have been saved (are saved) through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast 

Salvation is more than forgiveness – it is deliverance from the death, wrath and slavery of the 

previous verses.   It means deliver, heal, preserve, save. 

“Not a result of works” - we have salvation that works not salvation by works 

Note though that even the faith itself is a gift from God (Acts 18:27 – Phil 1:29) 

 

Terry Virgo ‘this is the most dangerous coffee break you will ever have’ 

 

To view the 'grace test' that  Simon mentions visit: 

www.kingsarms.org/documents/Grace_Questionnaire.pdf 

 

Two things that resist grace – legalism and license. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legalism: dependence on moral law rather than on relationship with God. Legalism makes 

the Christian life joyless and dutiful. It limits my fruitfulness because God resists the proud, 

self-righteous spirit that inspires it. It is inflexible and uptight and finds it difficult to follow 

God’s ways and works. We overcome legalism by grace when we finally admit that we can’t 

and never could make it on our own 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key truths if you are a legalist 
“There is NOW no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1) 

“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace” (Heb 4:16) 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) 

“his mercies never come to an end; they are NEW every morning” (Lam 3:22) 

“Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by 

works of the law, or by hearing with faith” (Gal 3:5) 

Legalism Grace License 
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License: disregarding of accepted rules and practice. License has a hollow joy. It’s in denial 

and limits my fruitfulness because I reap the fruit of my rebellion. It also misses out on the 

things of the kingdom that require  perseverance to obtain. We replace license with grace 

when we finally admit our sinfulness and allow grace to empower us. 

 

 

 

Confessions of a legalist – moving from legalism to grace 

 

 

1. Believing that God is my loving Father and still loves me irrespective of my behaviour (Rom 

5:8). That he saved me while I was a sinner and still loves me even when I sin.  

 

2. Believing the extent to which I have been forgiven and that when I repent I am instantly 

forgiven (1 John 1:9). Reminding myself every morning that his mercy is new. Time is not my 

Saviour – Jesus is. 

 

3. Making my first priority if I want to change in an area to BELIEVE that Christ has made it 

possible and then to develop FAITH through God’s word that I can and will change. 

 

Eph 2:8- Have been saved/are saved – the salvation is BOTH past AND ongoing 

 

4. Refusing to make vows when I fail (‘I promise never do that again’ etc) as they don’t work! 

Instead choosing to believe that God in Christ has forgiven me unconditionally. 

 

5. Choosing to forgive myself – if I don’t I nullify God’s grace in my life and partner with the 

devil (Galations 2:21 ‘I do not nullify the grace of God’) 

 

6. Refusing to beat myself up when I fail – if I do I take something away from the beating Jesus 

took in my place. (Is 53:5) 

 

Key truths if you are in license 
“Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs” (Jonah 2:8) 

“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also 

reap.” (Gal 6:7) 

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 

renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 

godly lives” (Titus 2:11-12) 

“On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 

of God that is with me.” (1 Cor 15:10) 
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7. Recognising that all disciplines (bible reading, prayer, fasting, service) are for my benefit not 

God’s (“don’t fast until you can’t stand not fasting”) 

 

8.  Reminding myself that I work from favour not for favour (matt 3:17) 

 

 

 

Legalism speaks from the outside and declare ‘you’ve got to do this’. License is influenced by 

society and protests ‘You haven’t got to do anything’. But <grace inspired> discipline springs 

from within and says ‘I want to do it’ (Terry Virgo) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Understand that you are a masterpiece, prepared for his work! 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

Workmanship = masterpiece, work of art. 

Works = all the things that God is asking us to do. Includes signs and wonders! 

 

 “YOU are a living work of God’s undeserved favour, designed to do more works that 

display God’s undeserved favour” 

 

We don’t work to earn favour but because we have favour. 

However, there is work to do! You can’t work to be saved but when you are saved you will 

work. Saving faith does not come from work but it results in work. In fact one of the ways 

that we know that we are truly saved is the fruit – our works. 

Picture salvation as a tree – grace & faith are the roots – work is the fruit of the tree.  

 


